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BEN ASHER'S RHYMES ON THE HEBREW 

ACCENTS. 

Part of a new Introduction to a forthcoming 

re-issue 1 of "the hebrew accents," 

By Arthur Davis. 

It may be interesting to glance at the work assigned 
to Ben Asher, probably the first treatise on the special 
subject of the accents. Ben Asher's book is, for us, a 
sphinx : it mutters like an ancient oracle. To solve its 
riddles is difficult ; the whole book is penned in rhythmic 
rhyme, the opening clause runs thus : — 

tMDp DTO CCIPO ni-llNKO D'DIBH "WJ> DW tfOPOn "11D T1D 

: Dnoinn by& &iea msam D'sna ^aa &rbw t6i twin a>tr\ dhdi 

The order of the symbols' secret lore, 

The twelve designed 

Like to fixed stars of yore, 

These great, these small; 

Each beautifully linked, nor hid at all. 

Uttered by those of understanding mind ; 

Set in the way of wisdom, sealed withal. 

Elsewhere a clause concludes thus : — 

:nrv vh -ny ntn jddh nnm -sid '•bd nt by vnpan b 

Through Scripture writ clear 
By Scribe and by Seer, 
The symbol set here 
Shall not disappear. 

1 Myers & Co., Booksellers' Row, Strand, London. 
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And thus throughout its weird, wild leaves. I will 
conclude this description with a snap-shot at the sphinx 
as she proposes her enigma of the "Twelve Stars" — or 
symbols — of the "Three Books" (Job, Proverbs, and 
Psalms). 

be>a D'ovin • raon onaD ne6t5>a -ib>n • root? coyon -\w 
' onaino orb nyaiNi • tmoK jwh proa • omaa cnts» raot? : ram 
• a^ao p» nya-ia ♦ a'ppra -it?y aw a'ba j anajio n!ji a^op 
113J3 • irn raiao jibw ta^ny irffim • cpnoo a^oyo raoe>i 
jib^i nBBa • pm •b »jb> nnaoi bib d^sd nwb&i • -irto naa 
T7U visb * p 11 ioy tbvfo ' pn ^ ^p :pnr mnoa n^ • pm' 
*B»on : pi>n ib k» antral ♦ pb 1 n$> a^eyoa • pb ii> wi : pa 
nbiy ib boo * <pn ib w : nvuoi -nine nvsj yaxw ra • nvj ii> 
enba ♦ fpioi nhy yaraa • spo "6 Tat? :*ppn» a^a-n wa • sipwi 
: iriND yxoNi bwq • -he'd mipji bo * "in ib ^nst? : pj->v* n*jraii 
one ♦ mnc npDai : anyoi mto raia • a-riyo ayo ba • atn -ww 
rannai • ram vnx ay ♦ raw raia nnoi j mnn Doy • mny xi> 
nain etna aya • rbw n n^i : raoa an» nwi • rants" nioipo 
: nhni raiam • n^ijn tiwi : nbon b-iid" 1 nr : nho» po^ ayai • rib' 

: nb -ide«i Dan 'o • xhoo bcj>ni pa 

Those left of the accents be eight, revealed 
Within three books of the Scripture's field, 
By wisdom and understanding sealed. 

Eight mighty princes, spoken all 

With throat and tongue; and four in thrall, 

Enlinked, not mighty men, but small. 

Twelve by statute when all are told : 
Four making music, and eight that unfold 
Exceeding sweet singing ; lo, these things, how old ! 

N 

He, called Chizzer, is set at the head, 

Girt like a strong man with power inbred, 

All through the three books scattered and spread. 
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The second is Re'thek ; chained he 
Of lip and tongue; and it cannot be 
That he shall be broken hastily. 

N 

The third is Therets, with him for aye 
Doth pleasing harmony hold sway, 
Upbuilding the breaches on the way. 

The fourth Salek 1 ; and lo, for this 
Among the accents no part there is, 
Yet amid three is a portion his. 

Y 

N 

The fifth is Natzeach, set in state, 

With a hand upheld and a finger straight, 

Mighty and honourable and great. 

The sixth is Tokef, that riseth high, 
And looketh forth with a watchful eye, 
In two ways powerful to espy. 

The seventh Toref with an upward bent 

And a tearing finger forward sent 2 : 

With the third one and the fourth one blent. 

•i 
K 

The eighth Gazer that hath display 

Of a staff and a dot in set array. 

Girt at the head and placed midway 3 . 

1 It is not amongst the accents of the " Twenty-one Books," but found 
only in the "Three Books." 

2 Ben Asher probably describes the Toref or Athnachta found in some 
MSS. with one claw or finger, i. e. two dashes forming an acute angle. 

3 The dash over the first letter and the dot over the tone syllable. 
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IK and I it 
Shophar Harab amid the rest 
Moveth ever upon his quest, 
Turning east and turning west. 

IN 
Piskah is set in order right ; 
From thence he will not disunite, 
Dwelling always full in sight. 

Muttach he turneth about with a cry, 
Camped with his brethren, changed constantly, 
Yet numbered among their company. 

And Niach a falling and rising once more 
About a word — now he mounteth o'er, 
Now to the right hand he may soar. 

This is their 2 order set: Meuleh, 
Yored v'Oleh, Poneh and Toleh, 
Bin and Haskeel and Memuleh. 
Who is wise will observe their way. 

*%* The English rendering of these verses and of the 
two Hebrew lines on p. 45a, is the work of my 
daughter, Nina Davis. 

1 It is not clear if n": or rrtiyi n mo is the name of the accent, or if it 
is an accent at all. According to Heidenheim it is an instruction. 

2 Viz. : the connective accents. 



